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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

Veterinary
homeopathy: a
defence

THE International Association for
Veterinary Homeopathy (IAVH) is
disappointed with how our colleagues

try to influence the position of the Royal
College of Veterinary Surgeons in relation
to homeopathy.? The many errors and
omissions in this paper suggests to the
authors that it was not reviewed by anyone
qualified in veterinary homeopathy.

Remarkably, the authors’ critical
approach is mainly based on theoretical
arguments on why homeopathy cannot
possibly work. We recognise this approach
but believe it to be based on the a priori
perceived implausibility of any conceivable
mechanism of action, also called plausibility
bias.® This impedes any thorough, unbiased
assessment of the clinical evidence.
Plausibility bias can even lead to violations
of scientific standards of research analysis,
as shown by the Australian National Health
and Medical Research Council review
report that concluded that homeopathy is
not effective.*

Robert Hahn, professor of anaesthesia
and intensive care, states ‘Clinical trials of
homeopathic remedies show that they are
most often superior to placebo. Researchers
claiming the opposite rely on extensive
invalidation of studies, adoption of
virtual data, or on inappropriate statistical

methods’® His conclusion is endorsed

by André Wambersie, emeritus professor
of radiotherapy and radioprotection.®
That unbiased scientists such as these are
supportive of homeopathy suggests that
the conclusions of the review authors are
based on plausibility bias.

Success of homeopathic treatment is
based on individualisation. Mathie and others
showed in their meta-analysis of randomised
controlled trials (RCTs) of individualised
homeopathy (in humans), evidence for a
specific treatment effect of individualised
medicines that is based on RCTs identified
as reliable evidence using the established
Cochrane risk of bias assessment tool.”

Although the precise mode of action
of homeopathic medicines cannot yet be
explained, fundamental research on animals
(frogs, rats, mice), plants (wheat, duck
weed, peas) and cells (basophilic leucocytes)
has demonstrated that highly diluted
homeopathic preparations are able to cause
biological effects. We must assume that
the placebo effect does not play a role in
such organisms. In a systematic review and
meta-analysis of fundamental research into
the effects of highly diluted homeopathic
preparations, 67 in vitro experiments in
75 publications were assessed according to
specific quality criteria. The majority of
these experiments demonstrated effects of
highly diluted homeopathic preparations
and in almost three-quarters of all repeated
studies the findings were positive. Also
experiments having a high methodological
standard demonstrated a clear effect of
highly diluted homeopathic preparations.’

Regarding veterinary homeopathy,
the meta-analysis by Mathie and Clausen
showed that overall there is a positive trend
for the evidence on veterinary homeopathy
and that the evidence is robust upon
sensitivity analysis, although high-quality
evidence comprises only two trials.’

One study provides an example of how
homeopathy can be of great importance.

In a randomised, placebo controlled,
double-blind study for the homeopathic
treatment of diarrhoea in piglets caused

by the bacterium Escherichia coli it was
demonstrated that the homoeopathically
treated group had significantly fewer piglets
with E coli diarrthoea.®”

In June 2017, the EU Commission
adopted the new European One Health
action plan against antimicrobial
resistance (AMR), which maintains that
the use of antibiotics in animals should
be minimised as much as possible and
highlights the need for alternatives to
antibiotics. The commission stated that
research into the development of new
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antimicrobials and alternative products for
humans and animals will be supported.*
All potentially effective measures,
including homeopathy, must be explored
and deployed if we are to overcome the
global threat of AMR.

We strongly believe that the benefit
to patients, and our desire and ability to
increase our medical tools, should drive
the debate in these matters. That also
includes an unbiased assessment of any
scientific research. Our understanding is
that complementary medicine, including
homeopathy, has a great potential to
contribute to better health of humans and
animals. That is exactly the reason why
the World Health Organization (WHO)
urges member states to include traditional
and complementary medicine in their
national health policies and systems.'?

We sincerely hope you will consider
these facts and references in your further
publications.

Edward De Beukelaer, President, IAVH,
Unit 5, Pelham Court, Marlborough,
Wiltshire SN8 2AG

e-mail: office@iavh.org

Héléne Renoux, President, European
Committee for Homeopathy,
Noorwegenstraat 49, Haven 8008X, 9940
Evergem (Gent), Belgium

e-mail: president@homeopathyeurope.org
Ton Nicolai, EUROCAM, Rue du Trone
194, 1050 Brussels, Belgium
spokesperson@cam-europe.eu

Alexander Tournier, Homeopathy
Research Institute, International House,
124 Cromwell Road, London SW7 4ET

e-mail: info@homeoinst.org

References

! LEES B, PELLIGAND L, WHITING M et al.
Comparison of veterinary drugs and veterinary
homeopathy: part 1. Vet Rec 2017; doi: 10.1136/
vr.104278

LEES P, PELLIGAND L, WHITING M et al.
Comparison of veterinary drugs and veterinary
homeopathy: part 2. Vet Rec 2017; doi: 10.1136/
vr.104279

RUTTEN L, MATHIE RT, FISHER P et al.
Plausibility and evidence: the case of homeopathy.
Med Health Care Philos 2013;16:525—32
AUSTRALIAN HOMEOPATHIC ASSOCIATION,
HOMEOPATHY RESEARCH INSTITUTE (2017)

©

»

IS

Re-Analysis of the Australian report. wwwhri-research.

org/resources/homeopathy-the-debate/the-australian-
report-on-homeopathy/ [Accessed September 2017]
HAHN RG. Homeopathy: meta-analyses of pooled
clinical data. Forsch Komplementmed. 2013;20:376-81
WAMBERSIE, A. (2017) Prof Wambersie’s

words on the work of Prof Hahn regarding the
value of meta-analyses in homeopathy. http://
homeopathyeurope.org/irrefutable-evidence-
homeopathy/ [Accessed September 2017]
MATHIE RT, LLOYD SM, LEGG LA et

al. Randomised placebo-controlled trials of
individualized homeopathic treatment: systematic
review and meta-analysis. Syst Rev 2014;3:142
WITT CM, BLUTH M, ALBRECHT H et al. The
in vitro evidence for an effect of high homeopathic
potencies—a systematic review of literature.
Complement Ther Med 2007;15:128-38

MATHIE RT & CLAUSEN ]. Veterinary
homeopathy: meta-analysis of randomised placebo-
controlled trials. Homeopathy 2015;104:3-8

=

o

~

@

©

10 CAMERLINK I, ELLINGER L, BAKKER EJ &
LANTINGA EA. Homeopathy as replacement to
antibiotics in the case of Escherichia coli diarrhoea in
neonatal piglets. Homeopathy 2010;99:57-62

T EUROPEAN COMMISSION (2017) A European
One Health action plan against antimicrobial
resistance (AMR). https://ec.europa.eu/health/
ami/sites/amr/files/amr_action_plan_2017_en.pdf
[Accessed September 2017]

12WHO (2018) Traditional Medicine Strategy:
2014-2023. http://lwww.who.int/medicines/areas/
traditional/en/ [Accessed September 2017]

doi: 10.1136/vr.j4691

Letters & Notices

October 28, 2017 | Veterinary Record | 457


http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/
http://group.bmj.com

Downloaded from http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/ on November 2, 2017 - Published by group.bmj.com

Veterinary

Veterinary homeopathy: a defence
Edward De Beukelaer, Héléne Renoux, Ton Nicolai and Alexander
Tournier

Veterinary Record 2017 181: 456-457
doi: 10.1136/vr.j4691

Updated information and services can be found at:
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/181/17/456.1

References

Email alerting
service

These include:

This article cites 8 articles, 2 of which you can access for free at:
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/181/17/456.1#BIBL

Receive free email alerts when new articles cite this article. Sign up in the
box at the top right corner of the online article.

Notes

To request permissions go to:
http://group.bmj.com/group/rights-licensing/permissions

To order reprints go to:
http://journals.bmj.co

m/cgi/reprintform

To subscribe to BMJ go to:
http://group.bmj.com/subscribe/


http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/181/17/456.1
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/181/17/456.1#BIBL
http://group.bmj.com/group/rights-licensing/permissions
http://journals.bmj.com/cgi/reprintform
http://group.bmj.com/subscribe/
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/
http://group.bmj.com



